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SECRET MADRID 1559 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, UN, SP 

SUBJECT: LOS: STRAITS STATES PROPOSAL 

REFS: ( A) STATE 54975; ( B) USUN 1037 

1. EMB POL CSLR DISCUSSED SUBJECT REFTELS WITH MFA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS MORNING OF MAR 26 
AND LEFT WITH HIM EMBASSY NOTE WHICH MADE POINTS OF ( A) 
VITAL INTEREST OF COUNTRIES WITH DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
US IN MOBILITY OF US MILITARY FORCES AND ( PURSUANT PARA 2 
REF A) OF INADEQUACY OF ASSURANCES BY SUCH COUNTRIES THAT 
THEY WOULD TAKE CARE OF US INTERESTS; ( B) SUBJECTIVE NATURE 
OF INNOCENT PASSAGE DOCTRINE AND ITS SUSCEPTIBILITY TO 
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ABUSE ( AS INDICATED PARA 3( A) REF B); AND ( C) BASIC 
IMPORTANCE OF US OBJECTIVE OF FREE TRANSIT ( AS INDICATED 
PARA 3(B) REF B ). 

2. MFA OFFICIAL CONFIRMED THAT SPAIN AND OTHER STATES 
WERE PREPARING SUBMIT DRAFT LOS ARTICLES IMMINENTLY. 
RESPONDING GENERALLY TO PRESENTATION BY EMBOFF AND IN 
EMBASSY NOTE, HE STATED THAT, IN SPANISH VIEW, GENERAL 
ACCEPTANCE OF INNOCENT PASSAGE DOCTRINE WAS IN INTEREST 
NOT ONLY OF COASTAL STATES, WHO OF COURSE WISHED TO 
PROTECT THEIR TERRITORY FROM CONSEQUENCES OF DANGEROUS 
PASSAGE, BUT OF ALL POWERS SINCE PROPOSAL WOULD 
PROVIDE FOR INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF RIGHTS OF 
COASTAL STATES; AT PRESENT, COASTAL STATES WERE TAKING 
WHATEVER ACTION THEY WISHED. AS FOR ARGUMENT RE 
SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF INNOCENT PASSAGE DOCTRINE, HE ADDED, 
SPAIN RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR COASTAL STATES TO ACCEPT 
STRICT ADHERENCE TO INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS WHICH WOULD 
PRECLUDE UNILATERAL INTERPRETATIONS. 

3. EMBOFF REITERATED THAT FREE TRANSIT WAS OF 
FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE TO US AND NOTED THAT APPLICATION 
OF INNOCENT PASSAGE DOCTRINE WITH 12- MILE TERRITORIAL SEA 
WOULD STILL ADD LIMITATIONS TO MOBILITY THROUGH MAJOR 
WORLD STRAITS AND BE SUBJECT TO UNILATERAL ABUSE. THE MFA 
OFFICIAL THOUGHT THAT US CONCERN RE POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF 
STRAITS STATES PROPOSALS MIGHT BE OVERDRAWN. HOWEVER , HE 
PROMISED THAT THE EMBASSY NOTE WOULD BE CAREFULLY STUDIED 
BY MFA OFFICIALS CONCERNED AND BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER FOLLOWING THE MINISTER' S VISIT TO 
MOROCCO TODAY. 

4. COMMENT: GOS IS PROBABLY A LEADING INSTIGATOR OF 
STRAITS STATES INITIATIVE AND IS NOT LIKELY TO BE 
DISSUADED FROM ITS PRESENT COURSE BY EMBASSY DEMARCHE. 

LOS WOULD BE APT SUBJECT FOR SECRETARY TO RAISE WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER LOPEZ DURING LATTER' S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
ON APRIL 10-11. 

RIVERO 


SECRET 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

*** Current Classification *** SECRET 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 MAR 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: eisnerah 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973MADRID01559 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: MADRID 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730337/aaaaigjz.tel 

Line Count: 107 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION 10 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 73 STATE 54975, 73 USUN NEW YORK 1037 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: eisnerah 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02-Aug-2001 by worrelsw>; APPROVED <12-0ct-2001 by eisnerah> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971224 
Subject: LOS: STRAITS STATES PROPOSAL 
TAGS: PBOR, SP, UN 
To: ATHENS 
10 

LONDON 

MANILA 

NICOSIA 

SECSTATE WASHDC 
USUN NEW YORK 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



